
BY PASSANG LAMA !
What is the first thing you think of when 

someone mentions classrooms? Probably “ew,” right? 
When you look at Frank McCourt classrooms, a 
majority of them look really dull. Some teachers 
attempt to make it look more bright by putting posters 
and completed work on the walls, but what about the 
lockers? !

The lockers in most classrooms were blank, 
which made it the perfect area to use as an art 
canvas. !

Using the money they raised during the Penny 
Wars, Community Cares decided to decorate lockers 

in their mission to beautify the school and make it a 
more inviting place for students. !

With Community Cares’ completion of the graffiti 
in the media room (403) and U.S. History room (305), 
there are now four classrooms with decorated lockers.!

“Community Cares is about giving back to our 
school community. So we wanted to find ways to 
improve our school and make it a more inviting place,” 
Mr. Patrick Perry, the club’s advisor, stated during an 
interview. !

Community Cares is an after-school club that 
isn’t a part of the usual Wednesday club schedule. It is !
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BY EMILY REN!
After experiencing a number of problems with 

SAT prep classes taught by Kaplan this spring, the 
PTA has negotiated a resolution with Kaplan: families 
will receive a full refund and the PTA will not be 
charged! Kaplan, being one of the biggest test prep 
programs, is offering a full refund to everyone who 
took the prep classes, rather than just those who 
registered complaints.!

According to David Shapiro, head of the PTA’s 
College Readiness Committee (CRC), “Kaplan wants 
to send the message that, in their view, there had 
been too many mistakes and it’s crucial to make 
amends.” However, Shapiro believes that, “Many of 
the students had a positive experience, learned a 
great deal and their scores improved.” !

One of the most common complaints after the 
program was that teachers went too fast and did not 
spend enough time discussing the topics being taught. 
In addition, on at least two occasions, the proper tests 
were not available when students were expected to 
take a practice test. Due to the number of complaints, 
the College Readiness Committee had to negotiate 
with Kaplan for a solution.!

“I don’t believe it would be fair to say that the 
program was “ineffective,”’ stated Shapiro. Although 
many students claimed that they learned different test-
taking strategies that helped them develop skills to 
take the SAT, many argued that there was a lack of 
content-based learning. Therefore, on the day of the 
testing, they struggled heavily.!

Zana Gilaj, a junior in Layla Wolfgang’s Kaplan 
class, performs better academically in science and 
math in school, but had trouble with the Critical 
Reading portion of the SAT. She felt that, “The class 
time was spent more on practicing math than in the 
English section.” Therefore, she concluded that the 
sessions did not help her as much as she wishes they 
would have. !

Similarity, Jack Stern, a junior in Koji Frahm’s 
class, thinks that most of the class time was spent on 
math and little or no time on Critical Reading. Stern 
said, “I felt mentally prepared to take the SAT due to 
the fact that I took many practice exams, but I didn't 
feel prepared with the reading because we hadn't 
done much to work on it.” As a result, both Gilaj and 

Stern received a higher score on the math portion 
than the Critical Reading section on the SAT in June. !

But who is actually responsible for the lack of 
learning in the classroom? Shapiro admits, “The 
instructor. But, that said, students often get out of a 
course like this what they put into it in terms of 
attendance, attention, and effort.”!

Another issue that contributed to the lack of 
learning in the classroom was the arrangement of 
each class. Stern said that, “In the class, many people 
didn't care and would just eat snacks and talk rather 
than actually paying attention to the class.” The class 
structure was disorganized. !

Gilaj also stated that, “It was a group full of 
students so the teacher had to make sure everyone 
understood and she could not just focus on one 
person.” As a result of a range of skill levels in the 

class, many students either got distracted because 
the content was too easy or become frustrated 
because the material was too complex. !

Martin Curaj, a junior in Koji Frahm’s class, 
confirmed that, “A couple of problems that occurred in 
the class were that some people thought we were 
going through problems too slowly and it consumed 
too much time. Some people learn faster than others 
and that’s normal but people kept on complaining on 
how much time we took to solve 1 or 2 problems.”!

Due to a large number of students in each class, 
one teacher was not enough to run the class 
efficiently. Although each class was divided based on 
the  score on the first diagnostic, everyone was still on 
a different level. !

Rebecca Jaffe, a junior in Laya Wolfgang’s 
class, learns in a different way than the rest of her 
peers. She said, “Our teacher was decent and friendly, 
but wasn't wanting to help teach in a way that kids that 
learn differently would benefit from.” Meryl Jaffe, 
Jaffe’s mom, was involved in the whole process. “My 
mom, she signed me up and knows exactly what went 
on and how disappointing it all was. She wasn't 
satisfied at the fact that I didn’t jump many points, but 
at the same time is not very worried because I'm 
applying to all SAT-optional schools.” !

Meryl added, “We asked for money back 
because we felt like the prep wasn’t helpful.”!

David Shapiro decided that next year, the PTA’s 
College Readiness Committee will evaluate Kaplan’s 
proposal to teach in Frank McCourt High School along 
with other testing companies based on price and what 
each company offers, while keeping in mind this 
year’s experience with Kaplan when it makes its final 
decision.!

While I was interviewing different groups that 
were involved in this issue, the Kaplan company and 
the instructors did not reply to e-mails. I made six 
attempts to contact them, but received a response 
only from one of the instructors, Michelle Velazquez, 
who answered once asking for the due date of the 
interview but did not answer again after I gave my 
reply.!

I tried to find out the scores of those Kaplan 
prep students who took the SAT in May through David 
Shapiro. He referred me to the teacher, Michelle 
Velazquez, who did not respond. !

On its website, 
Kaplan 
promises 
“guaranteed 
results.” Many 
FMHS  students 
complained that 
the teachers 
went too fast, 
with too little 
content.!

BY NADIA SHADI 
The Brandeis campus library is being renovated 

into a space that will fit students’ needs, whether it’s for 
having a study space, access to books and tools, or a 
space for teachers to teach classes. 

All the interior rooms that were originally in the 
library are being demolished so that the library is 
larger. The circulation desk is being moved, and new 
furniture and bookcases are being installed, which will 
add a new space for studying. They’re adding multiple 
outlets in all spaces allowing plug-in for computers. 

According to a Department of Education  (DOE) 
document summarizing the plans, the estimated 
construction cost is $580,000. 

Principal Danielle Salzberg said the goal is to 
have a media center that all the schools can use to 
enhance classroom learning and a comfortable space 
where students can study, and conduct research.  
They also hope to be getting more books and having a 
new bank of Mac computers. 

According to Ms. Salzberg, we have funds to pay 
for projects like these, because there is a law that 
requires the Department of Education to spend money 
on the schools in a building if a charter school 
upgrades its portion of the school.  

Since Success Academy, which is the charter 
school in Brandeis, is located on a renovated second 

floor, the DOE is required to renovate other parts of the 
building as well. 

 Ms.Salzberg said that In the past these funds 
from the DOE have been used to upgrade the 
bathroom, gym, and the black box theater, and provide 
laptop carts to every school at Brandeis, as well as 
smart boards for every room. 

The library renovations started a year ago, and 
the library upgrade will be constructed through the 
spring/summer of 2014, for fall 2014 use, the DOE 
document says.  

The DOE is in contract with a company called 
HAKS construction management/architects, which will 
design the library according to DOE regulations. 

Lockers Are Getting a Makeover 

Coming This Fall:  A New Media Center in the Old Library

The Media Room (403)



Juniors: 1 Step Closer! 
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BY STELLA BERFAS!
!The 2013 -2014 

school year is coming to 
an end, and many juniors 
h a v e b e c o m e v e r y 
excited for next year 
because it’s their senior 
year! Many have been 
waiting for this moment. 
Many juniors are going to 
prepare for college over 
the summer rather than 
just having fun. For 
example, students are 
going to work on their 
college essays, preparing 
their college applications, 
and visit some colleges. !

!Jun io r s Sonn ie 
Kirschbaum, Sara Gilaj, 
and Lamar Hurt are 
preparing for college by 
wr i t ing the i r co l lege 
essays. “I think I’m going 
to work on my college 
essays fo r d i f fe ren t 
schools!

I f i h a v e t h e 
chance,” said Sonnie.  
“I’m going to work on my 
college essay and I’m 
going to try and finalize 
it,” Sara said.  “I’m  going 
to work on my essay and 
try to get an idea of what 
college I want to go to,” 
Lamar responded. !

!W h e n I a s k e d 
them what they are most 
nervous about for senior 
year, Sonnie said, “I think 
I’m most nervous about 
g e t t i n g r e j e c t e d b y 
colleges and ending up in 
a hole. I’m also scared 
for the workload and the 
college workload and the 
deadlines concerning 

both”. Sara said, “What 
I’m most nervous about is 
applying to college and 
h e a r i n g b a c k f r o m 
colleges and creating my 
end of the year portfolio 
because I’m not sure 
what I’m going to put in 
it.” Lamar said, “I’m most 
nervous about not getting 
accepted into a college.” !

After seeing the 
g r a d u a t i n g s e n i o r s 
getting through the year, 
the interviewed students 
are going to time manage 
col lege appl icat ions, 
extracurricular activities, 
and regular homework in 
different ways. !

Sonnie said, “I will 
d e fi n i t e l y k e e p m y 
planner close to my heart 
and my mind. I have the 
amazing and beautiful 
advisor, Ms. Sarah Stahl, 
to guide me through the 
forest of college life. 
Even though she won't 
actually be there [she will 
be on maternity leave], 
she will be in my mind for 
decision making.”!

How I’m going to 
time manage next year is 
I think i'm going to work 
on college applications 
during the weekend, try 
out for a sport team, and 
study every night with 
regular homework like I 
do now,” said Sara. !

Lamar responded, 
“I’m going to try and get 
everything done early as 
possible for college apps. 
When I get home, I’m 
g o i n g t o d o m y 
homework right away and 
try not to procrastinate.” 
As you can see, these 
juniors are ready to work 
hard for another year and 
prove to colleges they 
are capable of anything.!

It’s so exciting to 
have the first graduating 
class finish their last days 
of high school and move 
on to great colleges. That 
means the juniors are 
just one step closer to 
graduating. I asked these 
juniors how they feel 
about being the second 
g radua t i ng c l ass o f 
FMHS.!

“I feel honored that 
w e a r e t h e s e c o n d 
graduating class. It’s 
amazing how we can 
e x p e r i e n c e t h i s a l l 
together and I’m glad we 
get to take after the first 
i n a u g u r a l c l a s s o f 
FMHS,” said Sara. !

“I feel like I have 
been here for years and 
feel like I am in the 150th 
graduating class. It’s so 
exciting to know that I am 
going to graduate next 
year and I can’t wait to 
see what next year has to 
offer,” Sonnie responded.!

“ I t f e e l s v e r y 
exciting to be the second 
graduating class and I’m 
happy to be graduating 
soon!” Lamar said. !

BY MEGAN MOY!
D o a d u l t s r e a l l y 

understand your problems taking 
place in school? If you have a 
problem that an adult can’t help 
with, then bring it to Peer 
Mediation in Frank McCourt. 
Other teenagers that have been 
through the same problems can 
give you a different insight about 
it. McCourt has given students a 
new opportunity to bring in 
conflicts from school to get them 
solved by other students.  !

Peer Mediation club is 
where conflicts are brought in 
and solved between the student 
and a peer mediator. When someone 
has a problem, he will need to fill out 
a peer mediation referral form that 
can be found on the school website. 
Only the person and the mediators 
will know who is in the situation. Once 
the form is filled out, they will be 
assigned a peer mediator and 
schedule a time that would work for 
both of them to mediate. !

During mediation, both people 
from each side of the conflict will have 
a time to talk. When the mediator is 
clear on the conflict, they would 
negotiate and find a solution to the 
problem. !

Ms. Briana Kichaven is a 
teacher from outside of Frank 
McCourt who comes in to teach the 

students, who are interested, about 
peer mediation. She brought what she 
learned during her college years 
about counseling to Frank McCourt 
students. !

Ms. Kichaven said, “When I 
came to Frank McCourt I was given 
the opportunity to start a peer 
mediation program and was very 
excited.” !

She was successful in creating 
her own club after school that meets 
on Thursdays after school at 3 to 
3:45. Eleven students from grades 9th 
to 11th applied and got accepted to 
be peer mediators.!

“Well overall I think the group is 
great and I like being a part of it 
because we're getting the opportunity 

to help those around us which is 
something I love doing, so I just think 
that being a part of it and being a peer 
mediator is great,”  said Evony Morel, 
a sophomore peer mediator. !

The peer mediation club hasn’t 
had anyone come for help since the 
club started, but it doesn’t mean that 
they won’t have any clients in the 
future. !

Stella Berfas, a junior peer 
mediator says, “We haven’t gotten 
any responses from students yet 
because it is the end of the year. 
People don’t have many issues that 
they need to solve.” !

Although peer mediation club 
hasn’t received any responses so far, 
the counselors still attend their 

meetings and continue to learn 
strategies for the future. Sometimes 
students role-play problems that 
they come up with and then  
practice finding solutions.!

Wendy Zheng, a sophomore, 
says, “I believe that peer mediation 
is fairly effective because there's a 
different point of view present when 
trying to come up with a solution. I 
also think that it's effective because 
a s t u d e n t c a n s o m e t i m e s 
understand the situation better since 
we are in the same age group.” !

After 7 to 8 weeks, they have 
created posters and made advisory 
announcements around the school 

to let more students know about this 
club. !

Stella Berfas concludes, “ I think 
next year we will start to grow. Just 
keep getting it out there about the 
program and let students know this is 
a good opportunity for the school and 
for students.”  !

The Peer Mediation club wants 
to continue to expand for next year.                   !!
The club is 
planning to grow 
next year.

Ms. Gates’ advisory chose the word “Renaissance” for their room. 
Photo by Passang Lama

Lockers 
Winning advisories from the Penny Harvest were chosen 
to have their advisory lockers painted.!
(Continued from Page 1) !
run by Mr. Perry, the 9th and 10th grade Media teacher, and has been going on 
for 3 years. The group consists of 9 to 11 juniors and most of them have been 
a part of the group since their freshman year. With the new year they brought 
fresh ideas to think of ways to improve our school and make it a better place. 
Following the conclusion of the annual Penny Harvest, the group decided on 
spray painting lockers to get students to pay attention to the lockers.!

!The three winning advisories from the Penny Harvest were chosen to 
have their advisory lockers painted and were allowed to chose the word and 
color scheme they desired. Ms. Daniele Gates’ advisory was in first place in the 
Penny Harvest, so their room was the first to have their lockers painted.  !

During the decision making process the advisory had to choose between 
three words: Revolution, Renaissance and Anarchy. Eventually after discussing 
it they decided on the word “Renaissance” and their color scheme was purple 
and yellow. Ms. Gates praised Community Cares and said it turned out better 
than she expected. !

!“I think the graffiti looks great and cool and the colors complement each 
other very well,” said Huisan Zhu, a senior and advisee of Ms. Gates. !!

Students plan a 
summer preparing 
to apply to 
colleges.

Peer Mediation Can 
Give Students a  
Different Insight  

About Their Problems


