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BY ZANA GILAJ!
The career fair was successful, but it was not as 

informative as it could have been.!
The only people that came, with the exception of 

Ahmed Cohen (who is an after school administrator in 
another school) were people who 
graduated from college. Next year they 
should have both people who graduated 
from college and people who didn’t, 
because it gives students more options.!

There are high-paying jobs that do 
not require a college degree, such as 
hairdresser, hairstylist, dental hygienist, 
onl ine advert is ing manager, web 
developer, paralegal assistant, mechanic, 
c o s m e t o l o g i s t , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , 
concierge, etc.!

I went to interview the organizers of 
the fair — Ms. Irene Krugman, Ms. 
Lauren Malc, and Ms. Amanda Janulis — 
about the whole idea of holding a career 
fair. Before I interviewed them, I informed 
them on the things I thought they should 
change for another career fair that could 

possibly be held 
in the future in 
our high school.!
When I interviewed them, they 
all agreed with my feedback 

and said that they would try to 
meet those expectations for the career fair next year. 
They added that they want to bring more people who 
did not go to college because it gives students more 
options. They also want people to be able to choose 
whom they want to see during the career fair because 
that could possibly influence the students’ decisions in 
the future.!

Ms. Krugman said that the purpose of the career 
fair was to give students a vision. She said, “If you 
don’t have a vision of where you’re going … you are 
not going to do well … It sets you on your path.” !

Ms. Malc said, “We wanted students to gain an 
understanding of what they need to do to be 
successful in high school and college in order to have 
the career that they want.”!

A question that I asked all three teachers was, 

“Do you think that it’d be better if people that didn’t go 
to college came to the career fair?”!

Ms. Janulis said “I think the more people we can 
have to expose students to different backgrounds and 
opportunity, the better.” Ms. Malc said, “We would 
definitely like to bring more people who attended 
vocational or technical schools in order to allow 
students to explore all of their options.”!

I wanted to see what the students in our school 
thought about the career fair and whether or not they 
agreed with my idea. Therefore I asked a few students 
this one question, “Do you think that it would be better 
to bring people who didn’t go to college to the career 
fair?”!

Ethan Diaz, who is a senior said, “Yes I think 
they should, a little bit of both; people who did and 
didn’t go to college because it gives you a perspective. 
Definitely, because plenty of people don’t want to go”. !

    Dasha Kofman, who is an 11th grader in this 
school, said, “I think that it 
would be better to show 
students that although 
college is a necessity for 
many careers, there are 
many outlets to other 
careers. It is important to 
show students that they 
can succeed where life 
takes them. Having a 
college education is a key 
aspect of a stable career 
but is not the only aspect.”!
     Charlie, another junior, 
had quite a different 
opinion on it. He said, “I 
don’t think that it would be 
a good idea because it 
would encourage kids not 
to go to college.”!
   Izzy Metu, who is a 
freshman, said, “No. . . . I 

feel like the career fair is to get students to want to go 
to college in order to pursue the dream they want.”!
Zana Gilaj is a junior at FMHS.!

OPINION 

“We would definitely like to 
b r i n g m o r e p e o p l e w h o 
a t t e n d e d v o c a t i o n a l o r 
technical schools in order to 
allow students to explore all of 
their options.”- Ms. Malc

!!
BY DAVID GREENMAN!

!As FMHS’s first senior year draws to a close, this reporter has noticed 
that a growing sense of academic fatigue is spreading through the senior 
class. Not unfamiliar among second-semester high school seniors, 
senioritis is an annual plague of apathy, 
general disinterest and a decrease in 
attendance and productivity. With most 
senior students at this point already 
accepted into university, and with most 
students knowing what they will be doing after graduation, the growing 
consensus among them is that this semester is a less important one. !

Accounting for the stress and workload that the college application 
process bears, the FMHS faculty has seemingly eased up on their 
expectations of the senior class. This year’s seniors have seen less 
homework, a decreased amount of projects/essays and a general feeling of 

ease of their classes. Many seniors agree that this semester is simply a 
buffer zone between high school and college and that being lethargic is 
understandable and even expected of second-semester seniors. !

Many interviewed seniors admit an increase of laziness and a laid 
back att i tude toward their 
schoo lwork . When asked 
whether they have noticed a 
trend among the work ethic of 
their grade recently, one senior 

reported, “[the seniors] don't care anymore, they are always late or just 
don't show up, that's fine though, everyone is feeling done with high school 
this semester.” !

Another senior student says that for some athletic students, keeping 
up with grades is a necessity to stay on the Brandeis sports teams. “I have!
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not been slacking in my work 
ethic because I'm on the softball 
team so I pretty much have to 
stay on top of my work all year 
around. Also, the workload is 
better this year so it does 
make it a little easier to 
stay on top of it.”!

The teachers of 
FMHS however, seeing 
a s t h e a p p l i c a t i o n 
process for students is 
over, are not going to 
ease up on the seniors’ 
decreasing attendance. 
Although the seniors 
have seemed to take 
their work less seriously, 
the teachers now expect their 
students to be back on their 
academic grind. It is, of course, 
not without it's good reasons. As 
the first graduating class, it is 
important for the seniors to have 
enough class hours to graduate. !

Although a pat tern of 
w e a k e n e d w o r k e t h i c i s 
spreading, some classes don't 
seem to be fazed. When asked 
about noticeable trends among 
the senior grade, Mr. Evan Smith, 
math teacher, describes the 
continued dedication of his senior 

calculus class. "The calculus 
students are indefatigable. Their 
work ethic has not changed 
significantly compared to first 
semester or last year." Mr. 
Smith's fairly small calculus class 
is comprised of students who 
took his junior precalculus class, 
allowing Mr. Smith to understand 
the way they work and what 

motivates them. !
When asked about his 

strategy to keep his students on 
course, Mr. Smith said, "My 
strategy is to be really nice to 
them early on, so they feel super 
guilty if they slack off."  Mr. Smith, 
a second-year teacher here at 
FMHS, says he taught at a 
school where the kids were 
"hyper - focused on co l lege 
starting in preschool" but failed to 
carry their work ethic into their 
senior year. Mr. Smith commends 
FMHS students for their healthy 

attitude toward learning, which he 
believes attributes to the lower 
senior drop-off rate. !

Ms. Danie le Gates, a 
history teacher at FMHS, who 
teaches seniors in Government 
class, describes the dedication 
and love for education of her 
senior students. “I think [the 
seniors] are wonderful.  I have 

never taught a 
more dedicated 
a n d t a l e n t e d 
g r o u p o f 
students.  Every 
day I wake up I 
pinch myself to 
make sure that 
this is all real.” !
The seniors in 
this semester’s 
Government class 

seemed unfazed by the growing 
sense of senioritis. This might be 
because this class is mandatory 
and requires a passing grade to 
graduate. Those seniors unable 
t o p a s s t h i s s e m e s t e r ’ s 
Government class will not be able 
to walk for graduation. !

“I think as the weather gets 
warmer and we get closer to the 
end of year, good students tend 
to struggle to stay focused, but 
students who had difficulty earlier 
in the year tend to do better,” Ms. 
Gates said.!

We want YOU to come to Peer 
Mediation if you are having a 

conflict with your peers!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!
When you come to peer mediation, 

we will introduce ourselves and state the 
purpose of Peer Mediation. We will also say why you and your 
peer are at this mediation session. You and your peer will be 
asked to keep anything we talk about in the room confidential. 
Each student will be asked to share their side of the story but 
without being interrupted by the other student. We may 
interrupt a few times just so we can clarify the information that 
is being said. Once each student shares their side of the story, 
we will work on ways on how to compromise with each other 
and make sure that the problem is solved.  !!
Sign-up online or in guidance/Mr. Schwartz's office.!!!
Provided by the Peer Mediation team !

The story of how a student was recruited 

McCourt’s First Athletic Scholarship - Volleyball 
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BY JACK STERN!
Sean O’Connor will be playing college 

volleyball next year for the College of Mount 
Saint Vincent in the Bronx.  Sean is the first 
student and only senior at Frank McCourt to 
receive a sports-based college scholarship.!

Although Sean skipped playing volleyball 
during his sophomore year, he put a tremendous 
amount of effort into playing his freshman, 
junior, and senior years. In addition, he started 
filming himself playing, so he could send tapes 
to colleges when it came time to apply.!

Sean says he realized that he had a 
chance to play college volleyball during his 
junior year when he started creating the footage 
of his games. !

He says that the men’s volleyball coach  at 
Mount Saint Vincent, Nelson Kwok, initially 
recognized that he was interested in playing 
college volleyball after he checked off the box 
on the Common Application saying that he was 
interested in playing volleyball in college. This 
led the coach to ask Sean for in-game footage. !

The recruiting process for Sean continued 
when he received an e-mail from Coach Kwok 
after he applied to the college, inviting him him 
to come stay overnight at the college itself, and 
get a chance to meet the members of the 
volleyball team.  The overnight visit really sold 
O’Connor: “When I stayed over, the team was 
really friendly and I had a great time getting to 
know them and a good vibe from the campus all 
together. They were very welcoming.” !

When Coach Kwok found out that Sean 
decided to attend the college, Sean said that he 
was very excited and happy to have Sean on 
board. !

Ms. Eileen Houlilhan, FMHS college 
counselor, said that Sean was the only 
graduating senior with an athletic scholarship to 
college. !

Sean attributes part of his success in the 
sport to the dedicated coach of the Brandeis 
Volleyball team - Jose Vargas, who he says did 
a lot to try and help him.!

“I had a great coach who paid a lot of 
attention to us, not only as a whole team, but 
individually as well.”  O’Connor added that 
whenever he needed help improving as a player, 
Vargas would “always work with me and make 
sure I fix it.” !

Coach Vargas’s hard work has paid off.  
The Brandeis vo l leyba l l team worked 
themselves to an 8-2 finish this season and a 
first-round playoff date with Hunter College High 
School. !

Mount Saint Vincent’s men’s volleyball 
team plays in the Division I I I Skyl ine 
Conference, where they compete with colleges 
such as New Jersey City University and 
Purchase College. Last year Mount Saint 
Vincent finished in 6th place with a 7-21 record 
and a 1-8 record on their home court.  !

Looking back on the recruiting process, 
O’Connor says, “It felt great to be recognized for 
all the work and time I put into playing volleyball, 
which is an extremely underestimated sport.” !

He added that volleyball is a game that 
many people don’t think requires any work, 
when in reality it’s very difficult. “Many people 
think the game is so easy, until they actually see 
varsity teams play and how difficult the sport 
truly is. It's not at all like the volleyball you play 
in gym class.” !

Sean O’Connor made game films - a 
screen shot from one is shown 
above - that he could send to 
colleges. O’Connor will play for the 
College of Mount Saint Vincent.

Although a pattern of 
weakened work ethic is 

spreading, some classes !
don't seem to be fazed.


