
BY NICK SIMON!
!Even though planning, organizing, and 

orchestrating this year’s Spirit Week was a big 
big task, our Student Government has begun an 
even bigger task. !

That task is forming Frank McCourt High 
School’s first Student Court. Although the details 
of Student Court are still up in the air, Ms. Kate 
Hickey, the Student Government advisor, plans 
on beginning Student Court early next year.!

Student Court is intended to be a way for 
students and teachers to hold others, even each 
other, accountable for their actions. Ms. Hickey 
hopes that Student Court “will allow our 
community to develop a strong sense of what 
we value” through it’s authority and that it will 
help with the “communication regarding our 
school values and how they are reflected in the 
classroom by our actions.” !

The types of issues that will be allowed to 
be brought before the court are still being 
worked out, but students should look out for an 
FMHS honor code that the court will use as a 
guideline, just as the US Supreme Court uses 
the Constitution. !

The Honor Code is still in the very early 
stages of being completed, but Ms. Hickey 

assured me that FMHS students will have a say 
in what the honor code will contain. !

W h e n a s k e d a b o u t h o w S t u d e n t 
Government will determine the structure and 
function of Student Court, Ms. Hickey said that 
they looked at the U.S. justice system, and that 
that will be influential in creating Student Court. 
But so far in Student Court’s development, the 
biggest difference is that the accused will have 
to represent themselves without an attorney.!

The other details, such as who will decide 
the verdict and how that verdict will be 
determined, are still being worked out by 
Student Government, but to further along the 
development Student Government will seek 
help from Ms. Da Costa. Ms. Da Costa has a 
law degree from CUNY. Ms. Da Costa, like Ms. 
Hickey, thinks that Student Court will, “give the 
student body a sense of responsibility and 
decision making” and that it will “give students a 
bigger role in the decision making process and 
to see how disciplinary decisions work.”!

When asked about how Student Court 
should be structured, Ms. Da Costa said that 
Student Court “should be a jury of students so 
that they can have a lesson in responsibility and 
see how law works.” !

BY MATT SURFACE!
Frank McCourt concluded the first senior trip the week of May 12th 

from Wednesday to Friday. Expectations were high, even 
since the beginning of the year. Although some 
students were slightly irritated by the rules that were 
put into place, those who went said this did little to take 
away from the overall enjoyment of the trip. !

The trip kicked off with a mandatory search of 
each student’s possessions; though a thorough body 
check was promised, students were pleasantly 
surprised that the procedure was nowhere near as 
invasive or extensive as they thought it would be. !

Soon after the search, the students were herded onto the bus and 
taken on the 2 and half hour drive to their destination in a single coach bus. 

At Pinegrove, a series of fun activities are offered during free time, along 
with other scheduled things to partake in together as a school, including pool 

(pool table, that is, not swimming), dancing, video games (in an 
arcade), basketball, karaoke, mini-golf and much more. !
     On Friday, May 9th, a mandatory meeting was held for 
seniors planning to attend the trip in which a packet of rules 
and guidelines were distributed. Some rules were more 
basic such as no phones, no contraband, and behave well, 
others were more complex such as no swimming due to lack 
of chaperones and no paint ball for safety issues. Though 

many students were unsatisfied with the rules, saying some 
were extreme and unfair, students throughout the grade still felt a sense of 
excitement about the trip.!
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We want YOU to come to 
Peer Mediation if you are 
having a conflict with your 
peers!!!
Who: Peers who were 
trained as peer mediators 
through an 8-week training 
process!!
What: A confidential way to 
solve problems between two 
students with no teachers or 
adults !!
Where: Sign-up online or in 
guidance/Mr. Schwartz's 
office or be referred by a 
friend or a teacher. Forms 
are in the guidance office 
and on the FMHS website. !!
Why: Promoting student 
leadership by working 
through problems solely 
with each other!!!!
Provided by the Peer Mediation team !!

Girls Varsity Softball Improves Dramatically to 8-5 and Into the Playoffs

(Continued from Page 1)!
Part of the rules specific to 

Frank McCourt’s stay at the ranch 
dictated that students must stay in 
their respective rooms after the 12 
a.m. curfew, in order to ensure the 
safety of all the students on the 
trip. According to the seniors who 
went, this rule was inconvenient 
and rather frustrating. “It was 
disappointing,” said Frank McCourt 
Senior Justin Crespo, “we’re 
almost adults, and it’s like they 
didn’t trust us enough to be 
responsible.” !

Crespo went on to comment 
that he had fun regardless, and 
that the rule certainly did not ruin it.!

Though students were not 
allowed to bring phones and other 
wifi-connected devices, spending 
time without such distractions and 
rather with their friends proved to 
be more fun than they thought. !

A Frank McCourt senior, 
Caleb Konrad, who attended put it 
this way, “It’s not about the location 
or the rules, it’s who you’re with. If 
you start letting little stuff like that 
ruin one of your last chances to 
enjoy yourself with your peers, you 
can’t possibly have fun. It’s what 
you make it to be.” !!
(Photos by Emily Marcus)!!
SENIORS: If you would like to 
contribute photos to a slide show 
about the senior trip on the 
McCourt News website, please e-
mail photos, with names of the 
people pictured, to  
mccourtnews@gmail.com. Put 
“senior trip” in the subject field. !

Senior Trip 

BY CALVIN BALBUENA!
The girls varsity softball team 

came into this season with high 
expectations to improve from their 
previous season’s performance.  An 
FMHS senior, Dafina Ukehaxhaj,  who  
has been playing softball since 
freshman year, set high expectations 
for this year. When I asked her what 
goals she had for the team before the 
season ended she said, “I do believe 
we will reach the playoffs for the first 
time in a long time.” !

And she was right,  with a final 
record of 8-5 the softball team greatly 
improved  from their last season’s 
record of 4-9. They also made it to the 
playoffs for the first time in a couple of 
years.!

Even though the Brandeis  
softball team lost to Chelsea Career 
and Technical Education in the first 
round, they showed that they really 

wanted to win this year by making it to 
the playoffs and setting goals to reach 
them.!

The season started out in an 
unpredictable way with the Brandeis 
softball team going on a 2-2 record, 
with scores ranging from a  1-point to 
a 21-point deficit. Every game could’ve 
been close or a blowout. !

Even though things like pitching 
were improved, the team  had an early 
playoff exit.  A factor could’ve been the 
errors in the field, which can disrupt 
the outcome of the game in any 
moment. !

Their division rival, East Harlem 
Pride, finished in first place in their 
division with a 13-1 record. They also 
proved to be one of the bigger 
obstacles the Brandeis softball team 
faced this season. The team  had their 
biggest losing margins against them. !

Every game was important in the 
season because this was the last 
season for a few members of the 
softball team, since a few of them are 
graduating seniors. Many of the 
seniors wanted to leave a positive 
impact on their team by performing 
well in the games and setting high 
expectations, as this was their last 
chance to represent the campus.!

An  FMHS senior who was on the 
team, Tieyika Ortiz, really wanted to 
improve on her offensive game. And 
she ended up with a batting average 
over .500, which made her one of the 
top hitters  on her team.!

The  team ended their season 
with a 8-5 record, greatly improved 
from last season and in third place in 
their division. With a good winning 
percentage, it reflects how hard the 
team worked this year to perform 
better and practice their game. !


