
BY ENDY CACERES!
Do you have a phone you leave at a store? If 

so, how are you so sure your phone is safe?!
At Desktop USA, on the corner of  85th and 

Amsterdam, or at the shoe repair store on 84th and 
Columbus, you drop your phone off, you pay a 
dollar and they give you a number that matches 
where they store your phone. !

The difference between Desktop 
and the shoe store is the security. 
Desktop requires ID with a face 
and name when you drop off your 
phone. The shoe store does not.!
According to Desktop owner, 

Joseph Sarmrom, most of the high schoolers with 
phones at the Brandeis campus go to his store.!

In my interview with Mr.  Sarmrom, he told me 
some background information about his store. 
Desktop is a family business that began in 1984. 
They started phone storage two years ago after 
hearing about what some stores are doing, when 
the current 11th graders were in 9th grade.!

Celia Olvason, a junior who attends Frank 
MCcourt, said, “This place is like bigger, and they 
look more organized. I used to go to the shoe store 
last year and I hated it.”  Ms. Olvason said that she 
hated it because the small, narrow shoe store gets 
so crowded when students pick up or drop off 
phones and the store feels less professional.!

Desktop is a much larger store.  According to 
their website, at  desktopusa.net, they are “a fully-
certified IT consulting firm.” They don’t mention any 
services about storing phones.  !

A recent New York Times article said that 
student cell phone storage is something unique 
about New York City, as it is not only something 
very common in the McCourt area, but this routine 
of storing your cell phone is something the students 
in the other 87 schools with metal detectors 
incorporate into their school morning and afternoon 
routines, according to an article in The New York 
Times.!

Although it is true that Desktop holds phones, 
Desktop has a variety of business services. 
Desktop does photocopies, printing, lamination, 
graphic designs, resumes, helps fix your computer, 
and sends faxes, but did you know that you can 
sell your old or used phones to Desktop for what 
the owner says is “top dollar?” !

He was asked if he considered the phone 
store competition at the shoe store.”Of course, we 
have competition, after they took part in phone 
storage our production went down making less 
than 400 dollars.”  !

Mr. Sarmrom said his current income from 
phones and how many students come in are 
confidential but about 2-3 years ago, when they 
started this service, Desktop was making about 
$400 every week on average from storing phones.!

Mr. Sarmrom believes it is absolutely 
important for students to have access to their 
phones throughout the day, for safety reasons. He 
is aware that some schools enforce a no-phone 
policy like most of the Brandeis campus schools.!

 So he said this was an opportunity for his 
store to help students have access to their phones 
throughout the day. He said there is no limit to how 
many phones they can hold. If you ever forget your 
phone there, he said, they will hold it till you claim 
it.

PEP RALLY 
VOLLEYBALL: 
WERE THE  
RULES FAIR? !
OPINION BY JACK STERN!!!

The Red Team came out 
victorious in the second annual FMHS 
pep rally volleyball game, defeating the 
Purple Team in the final round. The 
Purple Team came up short in their 
attempt to defend their title from 
FMHS’s inaugural Spirit Week. !

Although there was a solid 
display of sportsmanship before, 
during, and after the game, the loss left 
a bitter taste in the mouth of some of 
the members of the Purple Team. This 
was due to the fact that Physical 

Education Teacher/Head Referee Mr. 
Charles Burger banned overhand 
serving from the game. That was 
because  last year when Brandeis 
varsity volleyball team members such 
as senior forward Sean O'Connor did 
serve overhand during the pep rally, 
the other team wasn’t able to hit the 
ball back. !

Mr. Berger said in an interview, “I 
made no overhand serving a part of 
the game because the serve is a place 
where, when you have very advanced 

players competing against intermediate 
to beginner level players, you can 
literally get all 11 points you needed in 
a row relatively easily. I wanted to 
create a more even and competitive 
atmosphere, and I believe that was 
accomplished.”!

He added, “More importantly the 
idea that an advanced volleyball player 
would compete with beginners, coach 
them, and help them out is what this 
game was really all about. It wasn't     
! (Continued on Page 2)!         
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BY MARTIN CURAJ!
To most of us, the “phone store” on 84th and 

Columbus, is just a place for us to hold phones.  
The store is really called Rosy Shoe Repair, it’s 
owned by a Latino couple and they speak minimal 
English.!

The store was first created for repairing 
shoes mostly, but they said they 

started holding phones a few 
years ago when students came 
to them and asked them if they 
held phones. !
They don't take I.D. and the 
owners said they sometimes 

lose the phones because they don't know who’s 
the owner. They also have a limit on how many 
phones they hold, which is 150. !

If you do leave your phone there, the owners 
say you have up to a week to claim it. They’re also 
open every day.!
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Storing Your 
Phone:  

What Are the 
Options?
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The store was first created for 
repairing shoes mostly, but they 
said they started holding phones 

a few years ago.



Is There Ever Going to Be a Girls Locker Room?
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BY CALVN  BALBUENA!
R e m e m b e r t h e 

basketball tournament that 
happened back in March, 
which the whole school 
attended, and where money 
w a s r a i s e d f o r s e n i o r 
a c t i v i t i e s ? E v e r y o n e  
probably figured everything 
went smoothly. But most 
people probably didn't notice 
tha t one team d id no t 
participate in the second 
round of the basketbal l 
games!

A t e a m f o r f e i t e d 
because too many players 
weren't present at the time. 
The players belonged to 
team G, which advanced past 
t h e fi r s t r o u n d o f t h e 
tournament after defeating 
team H.!

A.J . Laskar i s ,  a  
member of team G who 
wasn’t present for the final,  
was interviewed about why 
his team was disqualified, 

and he answered by stating, 
“Because nobody showed up 
to the game, except Tyler 
[Estevez].”!

 When asked if there 
were any regrets  about not 
attending the game A.J. 
mentioned, “Yeah, maybe the 
fact that we didn't show up 
with Tyler.” !

So A..J. regrets not 
being a part of his team when 
the event was going on.  But 

A.J. showed confidence 
about his team  when asked: 
do you think the results 
could've have been different 
had your team played?  He 
replied saying: “Definitely, we 
would've won because there 
was no competition.” !

So would the results 
have  been different? The 
answer is we may never 
know, bu t a t leas t the 
competition moved onto a 
good pace because team G,  
which A.J .belonged to, was 
replaced by team H, which 
they had won against in the 
first round.!

The names of all the 
players can't be posted, 
because the roster l is t 
containing the names could 
n o t b e l o c a t e d f r o m 
organizers of the event. But if 
it is found,  it'll be updated in 
the McCourt News website.!!

Photo by  Stella Berfas!

We want YOU to come to 
Peer Mediation if you are 
having a conflict with your 
peers!!!
Who: Peers who were 
trained as peer mediators 
through an 8-week training 
process!!
What: A confidential way to 
solve problems between two 
students with no teachers or 
adults !!
Where: Sign-up online or in 
guidance/Mr. Schwartz's 
office or be referred by a 
friend or a teacher. Forms 
are in the guidance office 
and on the FMHS website. !!
Why: Promoting student 
leadership by working 
through problems solely 
with each other!!
When: After school or during 
a common free!!!
Provided by the Peer Mediation team !

BY STELLA BERFAS!
Tamara Casco, a 9th grader, has been 

getting to gym class very late because she has 
to change upstairs in the bathroom two to three 
days a week because there is no locker room 
for girls. !

Tamara said, “I do not think it’s fair, and it’s 
very hard for us because we have to change in 
the bathroom. We are always late to gym and 
then we get yelled at.” !

I asked if the bathrooms 
are always crowded. She said, 
“Yes, always. We have to wait 
to change which makes us 
even more late.” !

Does her gym teacher 
understand that she has to 
change upstai rs and i t ’s 
sometimes hard to be on time? !

“ Y e s , h e d o e s 
understand. The only thing he 
does is jot it down in his notes, 
but does not make it that big of 
a deal. It doesn’t affect our 
grade really. Overall, having a 
girl’s locker room would make everything 
easier.”   !

This a problem for all the girls at Frank 
McCourt. When the girls have gym, they go into 
the bathroom to change. However, the bathroom 
is already crowded enough because many girls 
are already in there using the bathroom. !

Another problem is that when girls have to 
change, the bathroom is already dirty from when 
other girls use it. There are water and paper 
towels on the floor. Meanwhile, many of the girls 
have to put their stuff on the ground in order to 
change.     !

Ms. Jessica Marchetti, FMHS assistant 
principal, said during an interview, “There is a 
girl’s locker room, but there is no attendant. Our 
physical education teachers are all males and 

cannot supervise the girl’s locker room. If we 
had female staff we could do it.”  !

Gym teacher Charles Berger said, “I feel 
that we are all in a difficult position for the safety 
of our students. It is best that they change in the 
girl’s bathroom upstairs. Obviously, we would 
prefer that the girls have a locker room. 
However, without a locker room attendant, this 

is impossible. The school is currently doing the 
best they can to deal with the situation. One 
positive thing about the girls using the bathroom 
is that we have not had any incidents. The girls 
focus and get downstairs to the gym quickly as 
opposed to being in the locker room and fooling 
around.” !

I asked Mr. Berger if changing in a locker 
room would be more sanitary for the girls. He 
responded, “The same challenges exist in terms 
of sanitary issues with the girl’s bathroom and 
locker room. We have actually seen an increase 
in the amount of students prepared for physical 
education. The school has created an 
alternative to use the girl’s bathroom.” !

I asked Mr. Berger if there is any solution to 
this issue. He said, “Honestly, I know not 
everyone is happy, but this is a solution.“!

It has been approximately two years since 
the girls had a locker room. Our old locker room 
was located where the two new gyms are. When 
it was time for gym, we would go into the locker 
room and there would be a female attendant 
sitting in a chair to make sure we swiped our 
ID’s. We would leave our regular clothes in the 
locker room until the gym period was over. !

As we know, there are three other high 
schoo l s i n t he B rande i s 
bui ld ing: Global Learning 
Collaborative, Green Careers, 
and Innovation Diploma Plus. I 
found out information from the 
other three schools to see if the 
girls have a locker room or not. 
Global Learning Collaborative 
Physical Education teacher, Mr. 
Billy Mantagas, said, “Girls only 
need to wear sneakers because 
they do not have a locker room 
to change in. It is different for 
boys than girls. Boys need to 
come in sweats or basketball 
shorts and sneakers.” !
I interviewed Green Careers’ 

Physical Education teacher, Mr. Jay Weltman, 
who said, “The girls do have a locker room. It is 
located by the third gym.” I then asked who 
supervises the locker room. Mr. Weltman stated, 
“We have a female dance teacher who opens 
and closes the locker room for the female 
students.”!

I tried interviewing Innovation Diploma 
Plus’ physical education teacher, Ms. Joyce 
Disanti. When contacting her via e-mail, there 
was no response. I also left her a message 
through the school secretary, asking her for 
information about the locker room for girls gym 
classes, but never heard from her.!!

 Share your solutions. Reply at:!
mccourtnews.wordpress.com!

Which Schools at Brandeis Campus Have a Girls Locker Room

School Locker room? Gym clothes required

McCourt No Full change

Global No Sneakers only

Green Careers Yes Full change

Innovation Diploma No reply No reply

VOLLEYBALL 
RULES: WERE 
THEY FAIR? 
(Continued from Page 1)!
about volleyball. It 's about building 
camaraderie throughout the school, and 
again, I believe we were successful.”!

My feeling is that if we’re going to 
have a school-wide volleyball game, we 
should play volleyball for real, without twists 
in the rules. Twists in the rules completely 
change the how the game is played, and 
how people are allowed to play it, which 
takes a lot of the fun out of playing.!

Going forward, I feel that there could 
be separate shifts in the volleyball game. 
What I mean is one shift where the powerful 
players such as the volleyball team 
members could play against each other, 
and another shift where the weaker, less 
experienced players could play against 
each other. This would both ensure a more 
evenly contended match, as well as a fair, 
normal, set of rules. !
___________________________ !
Jack Stern is a junior at FMHS.!

Do you agree? Disagree?!
Reply on our news website: 

mccourtnews.wordpress.com.

Rewind: Remember the Basketball Tournament?


