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BY MAI KRUVI!
Within 

the next 
week or two 
our school is 
getting new 
recycling 
bins. !

Each 
room now 
has a trash 
bin and 
several paper 
recycling 
bins, but 
there are no 
plastic and 
metal 
recycling 
bins.  !

Each 
room is going 
to receive a 
green paper bin, a blue plastic and 
metal bin, and a black trash bin. !

The Green Club is working with 
GrowNYC, which works with New York City 
public schools to try and help make them 
greener. Before this organization arrived,  
there was no one in charge of recycling at the 
Brandeis Campus. GrowNYC is not only 
working with Frank McCourt, but the rest of 

the schools on 
campus. The 
main goal  is to 
raise awareness 
about recycling. !
   The Green Club 
has many 
projects that they 
want to tackle as 
the quarter 
progresses, but 
as of now the 
main goal is to 
get the new 
recycling bins 
and then raise 
awareness on 
which recyclables 
go in which bins. !
The Green Club 
is going to be 
coming up with a 
PSA and  

posters, and 
students will be 

presenting in 
advisories in order to educate students on 
recycling.!

The Green Club is a new club consisting 
of 13 members and it is taught by Ms. 
Elizabeth Melaugh and Mr. Vincent 
Joralemon. !

Source: NYC Department of 
Sanitation Comics, Issue #1 
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Recycling Is Coming

Coming Soon Online: !
The Great Boys Bathroom Debate!An FMHS Community Conversation!mccourtnews.wordpress.com

BY LENIN LOPEZ!

As we all know, it is Spirit 
Week, and at the end of the 
week there is going to be a prize 
for the advisory that has the 
most students participating in the 
Spirit Week attire. The winner 
will be announced at today’s pep 
rally, before the volleyball 
games.!

 The prize for the winning 
advisory is free Chipotle for the 
students in the advisory. The 
prize is for the advisory only and 
not the whole color team that the 
advisory belongs to.  !

A week or two before Spirit 
Week, Student Government put 

out T-
Shirts for 
sale. The 
money from 
sales of the 
T-shirts is 
going to be 
used to pay 
for the Spirit 
Week prize, !

I asked 
the Student 
Government 
how many T-
shirts were 
already sold, and 
Molly Power, who is a 
government representative, said, 
“135 T-shirts were sold. There 

are a number of 
shirts still available.”!

Here is the 
volleyball schedule 
for today, 
according to Ms. 
Kate Hickey, the 
Student 
Government 
advisor:!

First Round: !
Blue vs. Green!!

Second Round: !
Purple vs. Red!!

Halftime - Dance Team show!!
Final Round!
Winner of Rd. 1 vs. Winner of Rd. 2!

Still available.

Spirit Week Winner to Be Announced Today
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BY  MATT SURFACE!
Once computers are signed out, 

are they in safe hands? With periodic 
vandalism done to the bathrooms and 
other school facilities, it’s a reasonable 
question to ask. However, according to 
Assistant Principal Jessica Marchetti, 
there is no need for worry. !

“I have to say that I have been 
very impressed with how the students 
have managed the computers and the 
carts.  I know in the beginning we had 
t o r ev i ew p ro toco l s f o r us i ng 
computers, signing them in and out, 
and transporting them between the 
rooms.  As the year has gone on, from what I 
have seen, the students have used the 
computers in a respectful and professional 
manner.”!

Though things go mostly well between 
students and computers, there are the 
occasional problems and complications that 
occur. Students have been said to remove 
tracking stickers, mess with the keys, eat/drink 
near the computers, neglect to plug them back 
in, handle them improperly, and even write 
offensive things via other students’ emails. !

Mr. Chandler Wells, who is responsible for 
repairs and all other such activities with the 
computers, said this: “One thing that drives me 
crazy is that students turn off other people's 

computers in class by holding down the power 
button while they are not looking.  This really 
isn't good for the computer.  I realize it's meant 
as a simple prank, which of course kids will do, 
but this prank hurts the computer more than it 
hurts the person, and I really wish kids would 
not turn computers off this way at all.  It's better 
for the computer to turn it off by clicking on 
Shut Down - this helps the computers run the 
proper shutdown functions that keep the 
computer healthy.  It's like getting knocked out 
by a punch in the head instead of going to 
sleep naturally every night - eventually you're 
going to get brain damage, right?  Same with 
the computer.” !

Despite this, Mr. Wells went on to say that 
students are respectful to each other and the 

computers for the most part, and 
that it’s not often that vandalism 
and misuse of them is reported to 
him.!
      As far as computers go, 
policies are what students have 
the most trouble following and 
adhering to. “More than anything, 
I think they are disrespectful of 
the policies surrounding computer 
use,” said Ms. Sarah Stahl. “They 
don't always sign out/in their 
computer and rarely plug them in 
when returning them.”!

From the perspective of a student, 
the process can seem tedious to say the least. 
Calum Justice, a 12th grader, had this to say: 
“Everything’s more organized than it used to 
be, but I don’t like having to sign in and out for 
a laptop. The line to get the computer is always 
so long and it can waste a lot of time at the 
beginning and end of class.” Other students 
agreed, saying the time used to sign in and out 
could be utilized instead to go over things that 
students may not have understood, or need 
clarification on. !

If history repeats itself, policies and 
computer rules will continue to progress as the 
school does. As always, students will no doubt 
be encouraged to use the computers both 
effectively and responsibly. !!

Crazy Computer Carts: Did YOU Sign Out?

ADVICE From Jesse Robbins 

Q: I’m a little nervous on going to college, 
it’s going to be my first time away from 
home without any family for a while. I’m not 
sure how to handle myself because I don't 
know what to do. How do I find a place to 
live? Food to eat? I don't even know how to 
do laundry by myself. What do I do? - 
Anonymous 

A: Many students in eighth grade were also 
scared about going into high school, but it 
seems like everyone did great with settling 
into their new schools. No one knows how 
to do everything, so you shouldn't be scared 
not knowing how things will turn out. The 
best way to learn is from your own mistakes. 
People go to college to gain information and 
skills, but you will also learn other things 
along the way.  - Jesse

Jesse Robbins is a pseudonym for several 
journalism students. This column will take 
questions from students about any sorts of 
issues in your lives. Drop boxes will be 
available for questions.
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BY JORDAN PHILLIPS!
With the girls tennis team season coming to 

an end with a loss on Monday, let’s take a minute 
to reflect on their playoff run. !

Their quest for tennis gold started last week 
on Friday with their first game against Newcomers. 
The Girls team had a 45-minute practice before the 
game.  The lineup went as follows: Nadia Shadi 
with first Singles, Mackenzie Donohue with Second 
Singles and Constanza Falco with Third Singles. 
Nadia was able to defeat her first opponent without 
any hassle. Next Mackenzie was defeated with a 
close game, which made the game tied up at 1-1. 
Constanza was able to push the team’s lead to 
2-1. !

The doubles matches were up and it was up 
to Keiko Canada and Sonnie Kirschbaum to close 
out the game. They couldn’t and this led to the final 
game with a must win by Semefa Agbokou and 
Evony Morel. It was a highly intense game that led 

to a sudden death. The sudden death game winner 
was the first team to get to 7.!

With the pressure on, Semefa and Evony 
were able to pull out the win for the team. !

The next playoff game was against a familiar 
school called High School of Economics and 
Finance. Last time these two teams met, Brandies 
beat them 4-1, but in the playoffs the tables turned 
as the High School of Economics and Finance 
beat Brandeis 4-1. !

With the season over the girls have only high 
hopes for next season, as most of the players are 
sophomores and juniors.!!

More coverage of the tennis 
playoffs online!!

mccourtnews.wordpress.com!

Tables Turn in Girls Tennis Playoffs
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