
BY AFIA EAMA !
AND TAMARA CASCO!

The newest club at Frank 
McCourt is the Random Acts 
of Kindness club. Did you see 
the Valentine’s Day notes 
d i s t r i b u t e d t o 
everyone? That was 
created by Ms. Sarah 
Stahl, the advisor, and 
the club members.  !

This new c lub is 
taking on big- and small-
term projects that members 
hope can make people within 
the school just simply smile. !

Something liked by a lot 
of students, were the little 
cute Valentine’s Day notes. 
F reshman Kar ima R ios 
thought these were “very 
surprising” since she enjoyed 
receiving notes from people 
she wasn’t expecting. !

As the club expands, Ms. 
S t a h l w a n t s t o p l a n 
c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e 
opportunities, for any student 
to receive their hours. But 
as of now the club is 
focusing on projects within 
the school to try and build 
a more positive sense of 
community. !

Another thing they have 
done so far was to put up 
decorative signs that give 
suggestions on kind deeds. 
From simple things l ike 
“Kindness is contagious. Say 
bless you when someone 
sneezes” to “Kindness is 
contagious. Leave a dollar at 

the phone store for the 
person behind you.” !

A new project that the 

club is working on is called 
Advisory of the Week. This is 
w h e r e a n a d v i s o r y i s 
randomly chosen, and the 
c l ub dec ides on do ing 
something special for them, 
from food to movies to 

compliments. So far, Ms. 
Danielle Salzberg’s advisory 
got chosen and the club 
decorated cookies for them 
to enjoy. So look out, 
maybe your advisory will 
be chosen and you’ll 
receive something!!

Ms. Stahl mentioned 
during an interview 

that she was in a 
Random Acts of Kindness 
Club in her high school and 
“ f o u n d i t t o b e v e r y 
rewarding.”  She said, ”Our 
c l u b w a s m o r e a b o u t 
community service outside 
t he schoo l commun i t y, 
whereas we focus more on 
doing community service in 
our school. It gave students 
an opportunity to make a 
d i f ference outs ide thei r 
schools.”!

There are about 15 
members in the 
c l u b , f r o m 

freshmen to juniors, 
and they seem to be 

involved and excited 
about doing nice, free 

things for their peers. !
This c lub meets on 

Wednesdays during 7th 
period, and anyone is 

welcome to join to do 
community service within the 
school and soon outside as 
well. The club’s goal is to, 
remind people the benefits of 
being positive and spreading 
that outlook through the 
school.!
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Coming Soon Online: !
The Great Boys Bathroom Debate!
An FMHS Community 
Conversation!
mccourtnews.wordpress.com

Random Acts of Kindness: 
A New Club Wants Smiles

“ K i n d n e s s i s 

contagious. Leave a 

dollar at the phone 

store for the person 

behind you.”

“ K i n d n e s s 
i s 

contagious. Say bless 

yo u w h e n s o me o n e 

sneezes.”

‘Spring Fling’ 
Brings in 
Bling Bling

BY DAVID GREENMAN!
     FMHS witnessed its first school dance 
in over two years Friday night, 
appropriately named “Spring Fling” to 
celebrate the changing of the season. The 
Senior Activities Committee-planned event 
saw a great influx of money, as it was 
popular with all four grades.!

Although over 100 students paid $5 to 
attend the dance, about half of them 

actually attended. The mood in the 
cafeteria, where the Spring Fling was held, 
was apparently unfazed by that fact, as 
many people couldn’t wait to bust a move 
on the dance floor.  While some students 
decided to hug the wall, others gave it their 
all and celebrated with their fellow 
schoolmates. !

FMHS Senior Sean O’Connor, who!
(Continued on Page 2)!!

Brandeis JV 
Basketball 
Comes Up Short 
14 Straight Wins … and the 
Season Comes to an End!
BY JACK STERN!

The Brandeis Junior Varsity 
Basketball team’s undefeated 
season came to a close Tuesday, 
as they lost 92-84 to Wings 
Academy, in the Mott Hall V gym.!

Although freshman sensation 
Valentin Vanputten (32) had yet 
another impressive performance, 
with 12 points, and 10 rebounds, it 
was Green Careers freshman Malik 
Dunn (23) who led all scorers with 
39 points.After going down 49-32 at 
halftime, Brandeis staged a second 
h a l f c o m e b a c k w h e r e t h e y 
outscored Wings Academy by one 
point in the third quarter and eight 
points in the fourth quarter, only to 
come up short. !

Although Brandeis suffered 
their first loss, they had previously 
won 14 games, including two in the 
playoffs, before losing to number-
three-ranked Wings Academy.!

    Last Friday, the Brandeis Junior 
Varsity advanced to the PSAL 
Division I quarterfinals, with a 57-48 
win over Brooklyn Technical High 
School. Brandeis was up 36-26 at 
halftime, and outscored Brooklyn 
Tech in the 1st, 2nd, and 4th 
quarters. In addition, Brandeis JV 
star Valentin Vanputten (32) 
continued his great season with an 
18-point and 16-rebound 
performance.!
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ADVICE 
!From Jesse Robbins!!
Q: I really like this boy that doesn't 

seem to have noticed me. We're not in 
the same grade, nor do we have any 
classes together, but I see him in the 
hall at least once a day. I really just like 
him, but I don’t know how to get him to 
notice me and maybe start something. !

Anonymous!!
A: Try to fin some common ground. If 

you have any of the same interests, start 
your conversations from those. Ask your 
mutual friends to find out what he likes. If 
you see him in the halls, don't hesitate to 
talk to him. Confidence is sexy.!!

Q: So me and my best friend are 
both going to college at the end of this 
year.  I know she’s meant a lot to me in 
high school and I know that I have 
meant a lot to her. My concern is that 

when we both go off to college we’ll 
lose track and sight of each other and 
this friendship will diminish, and I 
really don’t want that to happen, how 
could we avoid that? !

Anonymous!!
A: Friendship isn't about where you 

are, it’s about what you have with that 
person. Location only tells you how far you 
are from that person. Try keeping in touch 
by calling each other every once in a 
while. No matter how far you are from that 
person, you’re always still close. Keep in 
touch.!!!!!

Jesse Robbins is a pseudonym for 
several journalism students. This column 
will be taking questions from students 
about any sorts of issues in your lives, in 
or out of school. Drop boxes will soon be 
available for submitting your questions. 
Look for them around the school. 

DANCE 
(Continued from Page 1!!
was part of the team which planned the 
dance, said he was enthused with the 
energy and spirit that the students brought 
to the dance. “I think this dance was the 
most successful one FMHS has ever had. 
It was also great to see everyone 
encourage each other to get up and 
dance.” !

Sean noted that the dance was “much 
more successful than [I] thought it was 
going to be.” !

The dance’s success was also thanks 
to Senior Shane Lopez, who DJ’ed the 
event. Shane provided a plethora of 
different music, setting the mood for a fun-

filled night. The FMHS Dance Club also 
put on a show at the dance, putting on a 
synchronized performance of the “Nae-
Nae”, a new popular dance among today’s 
youth. The club’s performance was well 
received by the event goers, receiving 
cheers and inspiring others to get up and 
dance. !

The Senior Activities Committee was, 
of course, not without a profit. The club 
raked in hundreds of dollars from the 
event, and all the proceeds will go to 
Senior Activity efforts such as senior prom 
and graduation. The Committee also made 
money from the snack table at the dance, 
selling sodas at a dollar each. !

One question now is whether the 
success of this year’s Spring Fling will 
inspire future grades to capitalize on the 
opportunities that these dances bring. !

BRANDEIS SPORTS /  
from PSAL  
compiled by TIEYIKA ORTIZ!!
Boys Varsity Volleyball !
Louis Brandeis vs. West 50th street Campus!
March 24, 2014!
For the Win, score 2-0 !!
Girls Varsity Softball!
Louis Brandeis vs. Graphics Communication 
Arts !
March 18, 2014 !
For the Win, score 17-5!

Louis Brandeis vs.  Richard Green High 
School of Teaching !
March 20, 2014!
For the Loss, score 9-19!

Louis Brandeis vs. Frederick Douglas 
Academy!
March 25, 2014!
For the Win, score 9-8!!
Boys Varsity Baseball !
Louis Brandeis vs. Fiorello H LaGuardia !
March 24, 2014 !
For the  Loss, score 0-7 !!
Girls Varsity Tennis !
Louis Brandeis vs. HS Economics & Finance !
March 25, 2014!
For the Win,  score 5-0 !!

DeeJay at work.  

New Themes Planned for Spirit Week  
BY JACK STERN !

There will be new dress theme days for Spirit Week this 
year, such as celebrity impression day, in addition to the 
school spirit day and twin day themes from last year. !

This is according to 11th grade Student Government 
representative Drilona Bajrami. She said that although 
nothing is set in stone, it looks like Spirit Week will be in May. 
When asked about what will be changed from last year, 
Bajrami said that the student government feels that “this year 
will be better” because the government as a whole has 
“addressed what has gone wrong.”  She said that last year 
there was an uneven amount of people on each team, and a 
sense of boredom among the students with the advisory 
activities. She said that the government will be changing the 
activities (such as the icebreaking worksheet that bored 
many students), as well as the amount of people in each color team in order to make the 
teams “more fair.”

Twins, 2013
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