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BY MEGAN MOY!
FMHS’ Student Government 

held their first pie eating contest 
on National Pi Day, March 14, to 
celebrate the math symbol pi.  
Larry Bryant, FMHS senior, 
c o m p e t e d a m o n g s t f e l l o w 
classmates of grades ninth 
through twelfth and came out as 
the winner. He not only finished 
his pie, but he also finished in 
about half the amount of time that 
any other person had completed 
their pie previously. Immediately 
afterwards, he was smashed in 
with a pie in the face by another 
contestant in the twelfth grade. !

In one of the rounds before, 
Cristina Guzman of the tenth 
grade, impressively beat four 
other tenth grade boys. Her face 
was all covered with vanilla 
cream and chocolate after that.  
Although Cristina Guzman could 
beat four tenth grade boys, she 
wasn’t able to beat by Larry 
Bryant with her finished time.   !

Be fo re t he p i e ea t i ng 
contest, there was a small contest 
of “Who Can Say the Most 
Numbers in Pi.” The people who 
competed in the mini contest 
were Ali Grinnell (9th grade), 
Natasha (10 grade) , R i ley 
Rappaport (11th grade), and 
David Hockstein (11th grade), 
listed in the order of first to last 
place.The rules of this contest 
were very simple, which was just 
to say the most numbers of Pi 
without cheating or messing up. 
The first place prize was a 

certificate and small pie bar that 
went to Al i Gr innel l . Most 
a u d i e n c e m e m b e r s w e r e 
impressed by the 75 numbers 
Grinnell was able to remember. 
There was a lot of screaming and 
chanting in the crowd while 
Grinnell was up. Surprisingly, no 

twelfth graders competed in this 
contest.!

Immediately after the mini 
contest, Ms. Kate Hickey, the 
Student Government advisor,  
introduced the audience to the 
rules of the pie eating contest. 
Rules were no hands, only one 

flavor of chocolate cream pie 
each, raise hand when done to be 
judged how clean the plate is, 
and best time recorded is winner. 
Four judges, Sean O’Connor 
(12th grade), Justin Crespo (12th 
grade), Carlos Meyreles (11th 
grade), and I (11th grade)  would 
be called to look at the plate and 
confirm if it was clean or not. Only 
Carlos Meyreles is part of Student 
Government out of the four 
judges.!

There were 6 seats and two 
tables on stage set up for the pie 
eating contest.!

The first round was only 
ninth graders, Jay Dre, Nazir, 
James Payne, Ephraim Barkley, 
Katie Mccarthy, and Ardit Kukaj. 
During the contest, all eyes were 
on Jay Dre as she stuffed her 
whole face into the pie covering 
herself with cream everywhere. 
For an extra dramatic act she 
even kicked her chair down. 
Everyone looked like they were 
about to quit after the first minute 
f r o m t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g 
sweetness of the pie. !

The best time recorded and 
cleanest plate for this round was  
3:13 minutes by Nazir. Nazir said, 
“I feel very energized,” while 
James Payne said, “I feel very 
sick” after stuffing their faces.           !

The second round consisted 
o f t en th g raders , C r i s t i na 
Guzman, Michael Sweeten, 
Henry Quint, Michael Ayala, and 
Eyob Manhardt. Ms. Hickey saw!
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The Champ: Larry Bryant.  Photo by Nadia Shadi.  See a slide show of 
Nadia’s Pie Eating photographs at mccourtnews.wordpress.com.

Pi … Pie … and … More … Pie

BY JORDAN PHILLIPS !
If you haven’t heard, the Miss USA winner of 

2006, Tara Conner, came to Frank McCourt High 
School last week. Yes, that is right: Frank McCourt 
High School. This was thanks to guidance counselor, 
Ms. Eileen Houlihan, who heard that Tara Conner was 
available from Ms. Conner’s  rehab center, Caron 
Pennsylvania, in Wernersville, Pa.  Ms. Houlihan said 
she was able to get Tara (shown during her talk at the 
left) to come to our school free of cost. !

Only the 10th and the 11th graders got the 
opportunity to hear the words of Ms. Conner. The 
exclusive lecture made many 9th and 12th graders 
envious, as some students  who had heard about it 
tried to sneak into the auditorium.!

Tara Conner talked to the students about her 
abusive drug use as young as the age of 14. One of 
the most shocking things we learned during the 40- 
minute speech was that her best friend was murdered 
going on drug run for her. You would think that Miss 
USA would be the perfect civilian free of drugs and 
alcohol, but she was deep into the mix. !

Students left the auditorium with the message 
that if you are using drugs or alcohol trying to ease the 
pain someone has left, just remember that someone 
else has suffered the same thing and you are not 
alone.!!

See more of Tara Conner’s story online:!
mccourtnews.wordpress.com!

Miss USA 2006 Shares Her Story of Drug Abuse 
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Pi and Pie 
(Continued from Page 1)!!
that some students from the 
previous round had a rough time 
finishing the whole pie, so she 
added another rule. !

The added rule was to only 
eat the first layer of cream off the 
plate first and some chocolate 
cream from the second layer until 
c a l l i n g j u d g e s . A l l t h e s e 
contestants had a hard time 
sitting still trying not to touch the 
plate with their hands. Guzman in 

the tenth grade competed against 
four other guys and beat them 
with the time of 3:07. Guzman 
b r a g g e d a b o u t h e r 
accomplishment to all other other 
tenth grade competitors. This 
time beat Nazir’s time, in the 
ninth grade, of 3:13 minutes, but 
now it was up to the eleventh and 
twelfth graders to beat Christina’s 
time. !

N e x t r o u n d w a s f o u r 
e l e v e n t h g r a d e r s , D a v i d 
Hocks te in , Rober t Szabo , 
Anthony Rosado, and Adis 
Dervisevic. In the beginning, it 

seemed like Adis was about to 
win, but a few seconds later 
David was able to catch up. In a 
total time of 3:05 minutes, David 
declared the winner of the third 
round. !

Finally for the last round, 
Ray Demnitz, Daniel McNatt, 
Cody Mahon, Blerim Osmanovic, 
and Larry Bryant represented the 
the twelfth grade. As the contest 
began , t he aud ience was 
impatiently waiting on the winner 
of the fourth round, screaming 
and yelling. In the middle of the 
contest, Blerim Osmanovic got up 

with his pie and forfeited because 
he felt too sick to eat anymore. 
Coincidentally, it happened to be 
Larry’s 18th birthday that day and 
he beat everyone who competed 
in all grades with a total time of 
1:55 minutes. !!

Osmanovic  celebrated 
Larry’s birthday and best time 
with a smack of pie in Larry’s 
face.There were many laughs 
and shouts, but soon Larry was 
crowned winner with a certificate 
of fastest pie eater and a small 
pie bar as a snack. !

See a slide show of all the action, with photos by Stella Berfas, Nadia Shadi and 
Zana Gilaj, and game details by Calvin Balbuena: mccourtnews.wordpress.com.

THE LATEST SPORTS … from PSAL  
Brandeis JV men’s basketball won its first game 
of the playoffs yesterday, defeating Campus Magnet 
66-64.  Top scorers: Malik Dunn (19), Valentin 
Vanputten (14), Willie Samuel (14), Saounder 
Anandane (12) …. Brandeis trailed 41-35 after two 
quarters, but dominated the third quarter 20-6.

BY CALVIN BALBUENA !
 FMHS ended its first schoolwide basketball 

tournament yesterday. !
The finals match was team H vs team D which ended 

up being team D’s win with a final score of 15-4. Then the 
championship game  happened when Team D faced the 
teachers and the students won by two points with a score 
of 5-3. So Team D ended up winning the whole event!

The event showed the competitiveness from all the 
teams trying to win it all.  And another thing to take notice 
of was how great the organization was compared to the 
first round last week, when spectators were all sent away.!

For those who might have missed the game 
yesterday, it looked like a flashback of last year’s Spirit 
Week. Students filled up the bleachers and the players 
were playing half court 4 vs 4  games using the full gym. 
Teachers were also participating, although they were 
practicing for most of the time. They ended up facing off 
against the winners of the final round.!

The event yesterday started with the semifinals and 
the winners from last week’s first round faced each other. 
Team F vs Team H resulted in team H’s win. The final 
score was 3-6. While that was game happening, on the 
other half court of the gym Team A was facing off against 
Team D. The final score for that game was 7-8. !

If anyone wants to know the individual names of who 
participated, the bracket list will be published on the 
McCourt News website.!

The 4 vs. 4 basketball tournament  event was 
proposed by senior Andres Sanchez, who brought it up 
during a meeting of the Senior Activities Committee. He 
organized it with the help of the Senior Activities teachers: 
Ms. Daniele Gates and Ms. Leslie Mathes.!

The people who participated were whoever signed up 
the sheet that was being passed around by Andres. You 
had to sign your name and the advisor, with a 5 dollar 
deposit in order to be eligible to play. The purpose of the 
event is to fundraise for senior expenses such as the 
senior prom. The incentive to participate was that the 
winning team would receive a pizza party as a prize.!


