
BY ELYAS SOW 
M r. M i c h a e l 

Smith, as most may 
know him,  is a fun 
and cool science 
teacher,  but he is 
also a man of many 
different talents and 
u n u s u a l 
experiences. 

M r . S m i t h 
wanted to pursue 
pre-med,  but it  didn't 
work for him. Then 
he became a model 
in Europe. Soon 
after he became a 
y o u t h p a s t o r i n 
California. Then he 
became a pastor for his own church. 
He then became a professor at  two 
universities at the same time. Then he 
moved to New York to continue 
working in a church, but decided to be 
a teacher and came to teach here at 
FMHS.        

  He says that  he enjoys FMHS a 
lot because of  the close community, 
and he likes the staff  members. He 
also said that  he is having problems 
with the grading system, like setting up 
standards for the rubrics and judging 
how to grade using those standards, 
but he says he is getting it. 

When asked how he uses his  life 
experience in his teaching, he replied, 
“A lot of good teaching is knowing your 
content and knowing your students. 
Life experience helps to connect to 
students. Teachers have to be able to 
communicate with the students and be 
able to adapt to different students 
because not everyone is the same.”

When asked why he teaches and 
why science, he said, “I like working 
with young people and I also want to 
help  shape the future any way 
possible, even if it’s big or small.”

He said he teaches science 
because he has had an interest in it 
ever since he was a kid. He always 

liked the wild and would try to catch 
bugs or insects and play around with 
them. Also he had an interest in 
eventually going to med school, which 
furthered his  interest  in biology and 
anatomy. 

When asked what the difference 
is between college and high school, he 
sa id , “ I n co l l ege t he re i s no 
management,  people to watch over 
you, so people just  do the work 
because they want to. I would just 
teach the content to big rooms filled 
with around 90 students  and they 
chose what  they wanted to do or not 
do.”

He became a Christian in college 
while he was at Florida State and 
changed his perspective of God. His 
mom was a Buddhist and his dad was 
a Baptist.  He would do studies in his 
dorm in which he would just talk about 
God to other people to hear what they 
thought about religion. 

He got a master’s in biology from 
Florida State in 1994. He thought that 
he wanted to become a doctor first, 
but he ended up  not being accepted to 
any schools. He also decided that he 
didn't want to go from college to med 
school then to a career. He wanted to 
learn while traveling and learning new   
! (Continued on Page 2)

BY ALEC LAM AND MICHAEL PAPPAS
Great news! The gym is finally re-open! 
Many  students throughout FMHS were disgruntled 

after the gym was closed due to a flood beneath the 
hardwood floorboards. Gym teacher Charles Berger said 
the leak caused the floorboards to warp and expand. 
Assistant Principal Jessica Marchetti said the leak was 
possibly from a water fountain. 

After the damage was noticed,  the schools that use 
the gym in the Brandeis High School building agreed to 
shut  the gym as a safety  measure and hire a construction 
company, which restored the damaged part of  the gym 
floor. Why did it take so many weeks?

Restoring the floor was a multi-step process, 
according to Ms. Marchetti. She said, “First they  had to 
find the leak, then fix the leak.  They  had to figure out 
how far the leak spread and test  for mold. Then they  had 
to repair it.  They  had to wait for the floor to dry  before 
they  could replace anything and they  had to order the 
wood for the floors from Florida.  The wood had to be 
driven up from Florida to NYC which took awhile. It was 
also during the holidays, so things took longer.”

Principal Danielle Salzberg sent out an e-mail before 
the holiday  break where she stated that, “On good 
weather days,  you will likely  be outside [for gym class.]. 
On poor weather days, you will likely  be in the weight 
room.”

A few students were interviewed at the time on 
whether or not  they  liked going outside for gym. One 
stated,  “If  the weather is right, then I do enjoy  going 
outside, but if  it is cold I would much rather stay  indoors 
in the gym.” Another loudly  exclaimed, “We feel like jail 
inmates walking in the cold.” When asked, Chris an 11th 
grader said he didn’t enjoy  outdoor physical education 
because, “gym was meant to be in the gym.”
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Mr. Smith: Model to Pastor to FMHS Teacher
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cultures and ways of life. 

A modeling scout saw him his senior 
year in college and got him signed with an 
agency. For this work he moved to Milan, 
Italy, in 1995. He lived there for about a 
year, then moved to Paris and modeled 
there.  He modeled in New York for a year 
then spent two years modeling between 
Paris and London.  He said he liked to travel 
the world and meet new people, and plus 
the pay was good.  He did runways, 
a d v e r t i s i n g , s o m e c a t a l o g s , a n d 
commercials.

Mr. Smith later got married to a pastor’s 
daughter in California and was offered a 
youth pastor position at the church where 
her dad was working, Calvary Chapel Costa 
Mesa. They wanted Mr. Smith to attract  the 
youth to come to the services and be 
committed to the church, since it was 
attached to a high school that had around 

4 5 0 h i g h 
s c h o o l 
students. After 
t h e 9 / 1 1 
attacks he sent 
many people 
from his church 
to support New 
Y o r k w i t h 
s u p p l i e s o r 
guidance. He 
continued to be 
a youth pastor 
for five years, 
then decided to 
open his own 
church.

He moved 
from south  to 
north California to become a pastor of a 
church called Refuge Christian in 2005. He 
said he liked being a pastor of his own 

church because he had control over 
everything and ran things how ever he 
wanted to. 
He left to teach at two universities: 
Vanguard and Azusa Pacific University. 
He worked at both universities at the 
same time. He would give lectures at 
Azusa Pacific on one day and then on 
another day he would do lab at 
Vanguard. In the meanwhile, the church 
where he had  been a youth pastor 
wanted him to help bring back the kids 
like he did before, so he did.
      He got to New York when a friend 
decided that  he wanted to open a 
church in New York and asked if he 
could help with the services.  He did this 

for a short time and then entered a 
program to become a high school 

teacher.  So he moved here last summer, 
found that FMHS needed teachers and 
seized the opportunity.

BY TAIMOOR NAROOR
If  you missed the first 

blood drive at  our school, 
you’re in luck because 
there is another one 
planned for later this year. 
Ms. Kate Hickey, the 
S tudent Government 
advisor,  says the blood 
drive is going to happen 
during May. 

S h e s a i d F r a n k 
McCourt  wants to make 
blood drive a tradition in our 
high school. Also the reason 
for having another blood 
drive in the same year is 
that some students who 
wanted to donate last  time 
were not of age.

The blood drive that 
took place late last year had 
32 registered donors and 10 
deferral donors, Ms. Hickey 
said. Those 10 students 
could not meet the age 
requirement. Students who 

are underage need parental 
consent.

T h e s t u d e n t s w h o 
donated blood said they had 
a blast and would love to 
donate again.  Here are 
some words from students 
themselves.

 “It was my first  time 
giving blood, so I  was 
nervous. It wasn't painful, 
but the idea of a needle just 
sitting under my skin didn't 
help me relax,” said senior 
Aliya Clunie. “I don't know if 

I could really handle 
doing it again because I 
felt really nauseous 
afterwards and pretty 
out of it for the rest of 
the day. That wouldn't 
stop me from telling 
others to do it, though, 
b e c a u s e d i f f e r e n t 
people have different 
reactions and it  is a 
great cause. Sitting 
down and donat ing 

blood is one of the most 
easy and effortless ways to 
save people’s lives, and help 
researchers find cures to 
blood-related diseases.”  

She added, “The staff 
were very kind and gentle.” 

Shane Lopez, another 
senior, said, “It  was my first 
time donating blood. The 
experience  was completely 
fine;  it was very calm. It just 
felt  like I was going to the 
doctor to get blood drawn, 
that’s all, so it went well.” 

Advisories Varied 
Widely in Their 
Canned Food 
Collections
BY DANIEL 
MCNATT
  The winner of the 
canned food drive 
contest f rom the 
m i x e d W e l l n e s s 
Week advisories has 
been announced. 
Mr. Perry’s advisory 
was the winner.  The 
results of the tallies 
w e r e p r e t t y 
staggering in terms of 
the differences between a lot of advisories. 
By the numbers, the Frank McCourt 
community collected a wide range of cans 
over the week, from 136 to 2.

How did your advisory do?
 Check  the news website. 

mccourtnews.wordpress.com 
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Can I donate blood?
You may donate if you are at least 17 
years old (16 years old with written 
consent f rom parent or lega l 
guardian), weigh at least 110 pounds, 
and be in good health.   Donors age 
16-18 are also subject to additional  
height and weight restrictions. (From 
the New York Blood Center:
nybloodcenter.org)

BOYS BATHROOM: 
WHAT’S THE BEST SOLUTION?
Have you been mad about the change with the boys 
bathroom? Do you wish the boys had their old bathroom 
back? Or do you think the boys don’t even deserve the 
bathroom back? 

If you feel you have something to say about this issue, join a McCourt News 
online forum, starting soon.  We are looking for a few Student Government 
representatives to kick off the discussion with their viewpoints. We’ll put 
these on our website. Seniors Andres Sanchez, who wrote his opinion 
(mccourtnews.wordpress.com/2013/12/11/here-we-go-again-the-boys-
bathroom-is-closed/), and Mai Kruvi will comment on these and get the 
conversation going. They’ll moderate the discussion, which will be open to 
all. Students can debate each other! Watch wall posters for details.
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