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BY ISABEL ETCHEVARRIA
Mr. Paul Brown is a new teacher here at 

Frank McCourt. He helps teachers during 
classes and he is the new special ed 
teacher. He comes from Fordham High 
School for the Arts in the Bronx. He worked 
there for a year as a history teacher, which 
was his first school to work at after he came 
out of college. He said he changed schools 
because he wanted to grow more as a 
teacher and have a better and different 
experience, so he came to FMHS. 

You probably see him in one or more of 
your classes here because he help teaches 
classes like Geometry, Financial Math, U.S. 
History, Economics, Global and many more. 

He says he loves teaching students who 
want to learn and he is very ecstatic in all 
the classes he teaches and will help you 
with anything you need help with, even if 
you aren’t in any of the classes he teaches 
and even if it isn’t academics. He said his 
door (Room 306) is open to any student in 
the school. 

Mr. Brown said he choose to teach 
because he had (and still does have) a love 
for history. Another reason he teaches is 
because he wants to pass on his knowledge 
of history to others and he wants the 
students to know what he knows.

 He went to college in upstate New York 
to get his undergraduate degree at SUNY 
Oneonta for history. After that he went to 
Mercy College in New York City for 
adolescent education and special education. 
He didn’t plan on being a special education 
teacher, but after doing student teaching 
with a ICT and working with kids with 
different abilities, he felt he could make a 
difference. 

He wants students to be lifelong learners 
and ask questions constantly. He does not 
currently have an advisory, but he says he 
really wants one, so he can mentor 

students. He  says he likes the school so far 
and wants to continue here. 

Fun fact: he goes to every Giants home 
game.
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NEW TEACHERS

You’ll See Him 
In Many 
Different 
Courses

BY LARRY BRYANT
Much confusion and 

uncertainty has followed 
the senior trip since the 
founding of the Senior 
Activities Committee 
last year in May, due to 
the fact that the senior 
student body is divided 
on location preferences.      

On one side, you 
have many students 
who wish to go all out 
on their senior trip, and 
as such they are 
requesting places such 
as DisneyWorld. On the 
other side, you have the 
individuals who would 
like to have a good and 
fun senior trip, but 
would choose to stay 
closer to home. Both 
sides are ignoring the 

key thing that would 
be able to make this 
senior trip possible: 
that thing being the 
money. 

 Recently however, 
in Financial Math and 
Statistics class, 
students have been 
focusing on the 
mathematics of the 
upcoming senior trip. 
New staff member Ms. 
Amanda Janulis 
focused Finance’s first 
unit on the budgeting 
for the senior trip.
  For weeks in class, 
students compiled 
information through
pie charts and graphs 
and analyzed surveys 
to get an under-
(Continued on Page 2) 

Math Class Helps to Find Senior Trip Options

Financial Math and Statistics students present findings to the Senior Activities Committee.
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BY DANIEL MCNATT 
     Over the last five years the 
anticipation was building. The meth 
cooking, the gruesome deaths, 
family ties severed, and limits 
tested, all led up to this -- the 
ending for the hit AMC show 
“Breaking Bad.”  Many students 
have been following Walter White, 
Jesse Pinkman, Gus Fring, Hank 
Schrader, Saul Goodman, and 
Skylar White for five suspense-
filled seasons.
     The show revolved around the 
concept of an underachieving high 
school chemistry teacher who gets 
incurable lung cancer. He then 
decides to cook meth with a former 
student to leave his family money 
when he dies.
     Multiple facets of this show 
have appealed to viewers young and old during its running. The 
show has deep character development and is able to hook the 
viewers in an epic cat-and-mouse game between Walt and many of 
the show’s other premiere characters. 
    “It’s a thrilling show. Plot sequences where you would never 
expect it to go down that way. Things disappear and come back to 
hit you in the face. No matter how hard you try, you never know 

what's coming up next,” said 
Larry Bryant a senior who is a 
huge fan of the show.
    It seemed that the fan base 
of the show was satisfied with 
the ending. Walter White let 
himself collapse onto the floor 
after touching the pressure 
cooker in his designed meth 
lab. The song “ Baby Blue” 
fittingly played in the 
background as Walt ended it 
all where he felt most 
comfortable this whole time. 
    According to many FMHS 
students however, it did not 
quite end the way they had 
anticipated. One student 
thought it would end in a final 
standoff between Walt and 
Jesse and one of them would 
die. We caught up with Alec 
Lam who gave us his 

prediction, “The DEA, Walt, and Jesse will have a Mexican 
standoff. Walt will die and Jesse will be let go because of the 
information he gave to Hank and the DEA earlier.” Alec’s prediction 
was half right, seeing as in Walter died in the end and Jesse got 
away. 
    All in all it was a fitting and somewhat beautiful ending to a dark 
and suspenseful show. 

THE END 

BY ANDRES 
SANCHEZ 

Bake sales have 
been happening once 
a week and senior 
Keisha Watkin has 
been running them. 
So far bake sales are 
only able to happen 
Friday mornings 
before school starts 
and first period. 

The bake sale did 
go on during the time 
of parent-teacher 
conferences last 
Thursday night.

Different varieties 
of baked goods will be 
sold, such as cookies, 
cup cakes, mini 
muffins, brownies, and 
many more. As stated 
in the article about senior activities in the last issue, the money made 
from the bake sale is going to help fund the senior trip. Since an 
official location has not been decided for senior trip, the school 
needs to have a certain amount of money by January in order for 
one of the 3 options for senior trip to be chosen as final.

(Continued from Page 1)
standing of the statistics and percentages of which student prefers what. 
    At the end of the unit,  students presented in groups before the class 
their proposals for what they believed was the best  option for senior trip. 
Questions asked focused mainly on where students want to go, but other 
questions included: how much each student is willing to pay, are they 
willing to fundraise, and could they bring chaperones. 
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    Each student rated each group  on performance and feasibility, and the 
three groups with the highest ratings were given the opportunity to 
present  again, but this time, in the presence of  the Senior Activities 
Committee and Assistant Principal Ms. Jessica Marchetti.
    The presentations narrowed down location choices to three possible 
places: Disney World, Busch Gardens or King’s Dominion.   The first two 
were already being discussed by Senior Activities, but King’s Dominion 
was added based on the math students’ recommendations, said Senior 
Activities advisor Ms. Daniele Gates.   
    Throughout the process, Ms. Janulis  guided her class throughout the 
process;  by dedicating certain days to teaching students how to use 
computer programs such as Microsoft Excel, or Google Drive in order to 
compile essential data in the form of surveys, spreadsheets and pie 
charts.  After these teaching days, groups divided work among members. 
    The presentations were greeted with praise by Ms. Janulis herself 
along with Mr. Paul Brown. While there is still no decision on where the 
senior class will be going for the senior trip, Ms. Gates said the student 
studies are being taken into consideration as part of the planning 
process. 

Options for Senior Trip  More Bake Sales on Fridays 
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Final scene of Bryan Cranston in Breaking Bad  (By Ursula Coyote/AMC)


